War Crimes Accountability
Serbia failed to bring to justice Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic, both indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and believed to be in Serbia. The Serbian government has repeatedly undertaken (including in 2009) to arrest Mladic, a precondition for closer ties with the European Union.
In February the ICTY convicted five former top Serbian officials for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Kosovo. Nikola Sainovic, Nebojsa Pavkovic, Sreten Lukic, Vladimir Lazarevic, and Dragoljub Ojdanic were given prison sentences ranging from 15 to 22 years. A sixth defendant, former Serbian president Milan Milutinovic, was acquitted of similar charges.
In July the ICTY sentenced Vojislav Seselj, the former leader of the Serbian Radical Party, to 15 months' imprisonme currently on trial before the Tribunal for alleged war crimes in Bosnia and Croatia.
The Belgrade War Crimes Chamber continued its efforts to hold alleged perpetrators accountable for wartime abuses support, and little public awareness of its work. In March the Chamber convicted 13 former Yugoslav army reservists 200 Croats in Ovcara, Croatia, sentencing them to up to 20 years' imprisonment. In June the Chamber sentenced fou prison terms of between 15 and 20 years for crimes against Kosovo Albanian civilians committed in 1999. 
Treatment of Minorities
Forced evictions in Belgrade in April underscored the fact that Roma in Serbia continue to lack full enjoyment of thei people, some of them displaced from Kosovo and including women and children, from their informal homes in a poo Roma had received official notification from Belgrade municipal authorities that they had 15 days to leave. Less than destroy their makeshift homes. The evicted families were left homeless and lost most of their belongings. At this writ property.
The evicted Roma are currently living in metal containers in another municipality, near Belgrade. Their move there w widespread discrimination and hostility Roma face in Serbia.
In July the United Nations Committee against Torture found Serbia to have violated the Convention against Torture been beaten by police together with his four-year-old son in June 2000 during a forced eviction and demolition oper writing the Serbian government has yet to respond to the decision.
Longstanding tensions in the Albanian-majority Presevo valley area occasionally flared into violence in 2009. The mo police officers were injured in a grenade attack, and two days later two ethnic Albanians were injured in a bomb expl government to raise the level of alert in the region, which resulted in additional police forces being deployed. Five day withdrawal of the additional police and condemned alleged "general police brutality." In August the regional assembl declaration demanding the establishment of a separate autonomous region with its own institutions.
In a positive move, the Serbian parliament in March approved an anti-discrimination law, prohibiting discrimination orientation, despite opposition to the inclusion of protection for LGBT people from a coalition of churches led by the In September Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic advised the organizers of the Gay Pride Parade in Belgrade to move th police were otherwise unable to guarantee security to the participants (the only previous parade, in 2001, had ended and cancelled the event. Less than a week later, Serbia's public prosecutor called on the government to ban two far ri cancellation.
Integration of Refugees and Displaced Persons
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as of August 2009 there were 309,171 i Serbia. Many continue to face problems obtaining documentation, accessing housing and other social services, and fi from Bosnia, Croatia, and Kosovo remain in collective centers in Serbia, often in substandard conditions. Roma IDPs social conditions. 
Media Freedom
Amendments to the Law on Public Information entered into force in July, prompting widespread criticism by Serbian organizations because of the excessive size of permissible fines for libel. Critics fear this could discourage investigativ
Human Rights Defenders
The 
Key International Actors
The European Union's Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with Serbia was stalled due to Serbia's failure The lack of international agreement on Kosovo's status continues to impede efforts to protect the human rights of its member states, and between Belgrade and Pristina, EULEX struggled in 2009 to fully deploy throughout Kosovo and system. The Kosovo authorities again failed to demonstrate unequivocal commitment to minority rights and the rule
Protection of Minorities
According to data from the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), 275 inter-ethnic incidents took place during the first eig (RAE) communities remain the most vulnerable in Kosovo.
There were numerous clashes between Albanian and Serb residents in Mitrovica in July and August, linked to efforts neighborhood in the town's Serb-controlled north. Renewed clashes on September 4 prompted an intervention by EU August an elderly Serb couple, Bogdan and Trajanka Petkovic, was found shot dead in their house in Partes near Gnj opened an investigation into the killings.
A series of attacks on Roma in the town of Gnjilane in the last week of August raised concern among rights groups ab KPS was slow to respond to these incidents, but eventually opened investigations into all cases reported to the police Urosevac petitioned municipal authorities and the KPS, alleging they were being verbally and physically harassed by investigation into these allegations, neither Kosovo nor international authorities have publicly condemned the incide
Return of Refugees and Displaced Persons
Voluntary returns to Kosovo, including from Serbia, continued to decline, with only 508, including 132 Serbs, registe
The volatile political situation, continuing inter-ethnic incidents in some areas, and poor economic conditions hampe February 2007 demonstration. The cancellation followed EULEX and UNMIK statements that they could not guaran applicants' families refused to continue the hearing in private, and it was adjourned indefinitely. In September UNM the two men if they agreed to drop their claims. The families rejected the offer.
In June, after a three-year delay in making an appointment, the Kosovo Assembly elected Sami Kurteshi as Kosovo's ombudsperson Hilmi Jashari will remain as his deputy.
At this writing, almost 12 months after EULEX's full deployment, the EU Council has yet to approve the creation of a give the mission authorization to initiate formal cooperation with the HRAP or Kosovo Ombudsperson, calling into q potential abuses arising from the exercise of the executive mandate of a flagship European Security and Defence Poli 
Key International Actors

